
March 23, 2012

Dear Alderman Cappleman,

The members of Bike Uptown would like to request that you support Mayor Emanuel's ordinance to establish the Children's Safety Zones program. By authorizing the use of speed 
cameras to enforce speed limits around active areas such as schools and parks, this initiative will make our streets and crosswalks safer for all users—pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
drivers alike.

Deterring motorists from speeding will significantly impact the likelihood of fatal crashes both in the 46th Ward and citywide. Studies have shown that a pedestrian will survive a crash 
at 40mph only about 15 percent of the time. The survival rate for pedestrians increases to 95 percent at 20mph. Speed camera enforcement has been shown to successfully reduce 
crashes leading to injuries by 20 to 25 percent on average, with more effective programs achieving an injury crash reduction of more than 50 percent. With more than 3,000 recorded 
pedestrian crashes and nearly 1,600 recorded bicycle crashes in Chicago in 2010, it is clear that the City of Chicago must adopt proactive legislation such as the Children's Safety Zones 
program to decrease preventable injuries and deaths.

Reducing dangerous driving behavior is the paramount concern of the Children's Safety Zones program. Provisions in the ordinance and in State law provide for the distribution of 
revenues to fund safety improvements, such as street design modifications that emphasize pedestrian safety. We find this an attractive funding mechanism, and believe that increasing 
compliance with speed limits could lead to immediate improvements to the safety of Uptown's residents.

Bike Uptown supports the Children's Safety Zones ordinance as an advocate for the safety of all roadway users. We encourage you to support this legislation. Please contact us if you 
would like additional information about this program and its impact on our community.

Sincerely,

The members of Bike Uptown

Arline Welty
Eric Hanss
Eve Jennings
Gene Tenner
Kansas Waugh
Margo O'Hara
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